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These days of bright proficiency are
gone : " Sol occubuit ,*" but we cannot add,
u nox nulla secuta"

It is a melancholy, but undoubted truth,
that from the year 1806, there appears to
have been in this institution a gradual de-
cline, the forerunner of a total dissolution.
Succeeding years have sometimes, indeed,
produced instances of very wonderful pro-
ficiency* A new regulation-has lately been
introduced, lowering the standard of profi-
ciency which is in future to sanction the
dismission of the Students from College.
The attainments of the civilians, of late
years, have equalled, and have sometimes
surpassed those of the same standing in for-
mer years : but we no longer find that de-
gree of finished excellence which former
years presented. And under the new re-
gulations, the acquisitions of the highest
proficients, would probably hardly exceed
those of the middling classes of an older
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